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Coyotes live all around us, this is a fact we know. They typically 
do their best to avoid humans but in a world of increasing demands 
for space, sometimes our paths can cross in ways we don't expect.

Stanley D. Gehrt, PhD, January 10, 2020
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INT. ABC NEWS - DAY

A Studio Reporter for the network gives breaking news. He/She 
stares talks directly into the camera as a live feed video 
floats above his/her shoulder. 

ABC NEWS REPORTER
A state of emergency has been 
declared by the governor as two 
separate wildfires burn across 
acres of national forestry in 
southern California. 

INT./EXT. HELICOPTER - DAY

An aerial view shows the two massive fires currently 
decimating the landscape in southern California. 

CBS NEWS REPORTER (V.O.)
The northern territory fire spans 
roughly thirty acres across the 
Lake Arrowhead region and ... 

Another aerial view shows a different angle. 

NBC NEWS REPORTER (V.O.)
Along the southern territory, that 
fires runs fifty, maybe sixty, 
acres across Joshua Tree National 
Park. 

EXT. RIVERTON TOWN SQUARE - DAY

A reporter stands in the middle of a bustling town. 

CNN NEW REPORTER
The fires are still fifty plus 
miles away but behind me you can 
actual see the fires that span 
across the landscape. Most of the 
towns including Sequoia, 
Plainescloud, Cedar Falls and here 
in Riverton are on stand-by for 
evacuation. 

EXT. BURNT PART OF THE FOREST - DAY

Close up of a chard deer carcass.
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LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTER (V.O.)
New numbers emerging that show the 
sad tale of nearly three thousand 
animals have been killed and 
hundreds of thousands more 
displaced by the fires. 

EXT. UNBURNT PART OF THE WOODED AREA - DAY

A herd of deer, fearful of their lives, run through the 
forest with reckless abandon. Scattered among them are 
rabbits, raccoons, squirrels and coyotes.

ANIMAL PLANET REPORTER (V.O.)
Of all the animals adept at coping 
in the urban settings are the 
coyotes. 

They all leap over, bound off and run through anything in 
their way.

ANIMAL PLANET REPORTER (V.O.)
So if you’re accustomed to see one 
or two coyotes roaming around your 
neighborhood, get ready to see a 
whole lot more as they’ll be 
scavenging for food and shelter for 
their newborn in the next coming 
days. 

At first, all the animals look like they are running together 
- away from the fire. But when a fawn leaps over a fallen 
stump and a coyote jumps out of its ambush and tackles it in 
mid-air, it is clear that the coyotes are using the panic to 
hunt down easy targets. 

When the fawn goes down, a pack of coyotes descend on it. 

As the mad dash continues, so does the hunt as there are 
plenty more coyotes looking to sink their fangs into some 
high-adrenalined flesh. 

The fawn lays helplessly while the coyotes devour him alive. 
His blank stare looks out into the nearby civilized 
background. His fate is sealed.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

ELIZABETH SOLENICK (female, 30’s) cooks breakfast as she 
speaks on the phone while listening, without really listening 
to the television broadcast. 
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ELIZABETH
(on phone)

We’re fine, mom. We are not 
anywhere near the fires ... no, no, 
no, no, we’re not going to lose our 
home and, no, we’re not going to 
evacuate. It’s gonna be fine. 

EXT. RESIDENTIAL BACKYARD - DAY

In the backyard, two children, MOZART (boy, 6) and KAYLEE 
(girl, 4) are at play. 

The screen door opens up from inside. Elizabeth calls them 
in.

ELIZABETH
Lunch!

MOZART
Aw, mom. Can I stay out a little 
longer?

ELIZABETH
I said, get inside and bring in 
your sister.

Elizabeth walks back in. Mozart and Kaylee reluctantly get up 
to enter the house. 

Mozart crosses Kaylee and enters the house. As he slides the 
glass door more open, a coyote’s reflection bounces off of 
it. Kaylee stops and turns toward it.

KAYLEE
Hi, doggie.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Elizabeth passes the television that shows the burning embers 
of a forest fire. 

Mozart runs in and turns the channel to “The Road Runner” 
cartoon. 

Elizabeth doesn’t even flinch as she continues her 
conversation with her mom. 

ELIZABETH
(on phone)

Okay. I promise I’ll keep you up to 
date. 

(MORE)
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You know, you could just watch the 
news. It tells you where the fires 
are. They’re nowhere near us.

She turns to see only Mozart at the table by himself.

ELIZABETH (CONT’D)
Where’s Kaylee?

MOZART
I dunno. Ou’ back, I guess.

An EERIE muffled SCREECH comes from the backyard. Elizabeth 
runs to the screen and notice Elizabeth’s in trouble. 
Horrified, she explodes out the door. 

ELIZABETH
AH! Get away from her!

INT./EXT. SUV - DAY

Elizabeth DRIVES in a frenzy with Kaylee’s head on her lap. 
Kaylee BLEEDS profusely from the neck. She lets out a blood 
curdling ...

KAYLEE
AH!

ELIZABETH
We’re almost there, baby. Please 
hold on. Please!

EXT. EMERGENCY ROOM - DAY

Elizabeth’s SUV speeds into the AMBULANCE entrance and 
screeches to a halt. 

She FLIES out the door with Kaylee in her arms and rushes 
into the entrance screaming ...

ELIZABETH
Somebody help me!!!

Nurses and doctors rush to her aid.

INT. CHURCH - SECOND BALCONY - DAY

In the back row, JESSELYN CRUZE (female, early 30’s), in her 
ranger uniform, stands with the rest of the congregation 
except she doesn’t fully participate. She stands just because 
everyone else is but that’s about it. 

ELIZABETH (CONT'D)
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PREACHER BAILEY NORTON (male, late 40’s) has his eyes close 
as he reaches out to his congregation. 

NORTON
“Bear with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive.” 

CONGREGATION
Amen.

NORTON
Let’s hold hands in prayer.

Everyone reaches for the neighbor’s hands. A Congregation 
Member extends their hand to Jesselyn. 

JESSELYN
It’s okay. I have a nasty cold.

Knowing she’s lying, the Congregation Member shrugs it off a 
little disdainfully but joins everyone else as they all close 
their eyes and put their heads down. 

Jesselyn keeps her eyes open. 

NORTON
Please ... bring us the rain and an 
end to the fires. 

The Preacher looks up at his congregation as he continues. He 
catches Jesselyn’s eye but continues. 

NORTON (CONT’D)
Dear Lord, protect us. We ask you 
in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONGREGATION (VARIOUS)
Amen. Hallelujah. Praise the lord. 

NORTON
Thank you all for coming.

The church bands begins to play and everyone begins to sing 
and dance. Except for Jesselyn. She just gives a polite 
smile.

As the sermon concludes, everyone makes their way down the 
stairs. 
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