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EXT. BACKYARD GARDEN - DAY

An elderly lady, DIANE (late 60’s) is patting down some dirt 
on her newly rearranged garden. 

She uses a rubber mallet to hammer in some stakes to erect a 
tomato vine. Then she uses heavy duty zip ties to secure the 
vines to the stakes. 

She grabs one of the ripe, juicy tomato, squeezes it and take 
a sloppy bite out of it. The juices run down her cheek. 

DIANE
Mmm, juicy.

From inside, the phone ring.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Diane rushes in and picks up the phone.

DIANE
Hello?

JULES (V.O.)
Hi, mom. 

DIANE
Oh, hello, dear.

JULES (V.O.)
Mom, Jim and I really think you 
should come live with us. We don’t 
like the idea of you renting one of 
rooms to total strangers. If you’re 
struggling with money, come live 
us. Let us take care of you.

DIANE
I love this house and I’m not 
leaving here for anything. Besides, 
I really like meeting new people. 
It helps me.

JULES (V.O.)
What if something happens? We won’t 
be able to protect you.

DIANE
Oh, I don’t need protection, dear. 
I can handle myself quite nicely.
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JULES (V.O.)
But mom -- .

CALL WAITING ALERTS Diane. 

DIANE
Oh, I gotta go. I have another 
call.

JULES
Did you, at least, get the stunner -
- ?

Diane hang up. 

DIANE
Hello?

FEMALE CALLER
Hello. I’m calling about the spare 
room for rent? 

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Diane and Carly walk through the house. 

CARLY
How long have you been living here? 

DIANE
Almost twenty years now. 

CARLY
And you were in the military? 

DIANE
For thirty years. I was a 
battlefield nurse. I didn’t plan on 
being in for that long but I was 
stranded deep in the forest for 
seven years. 

CARLY
Seven years? By yourself?

DIANE
Not at first. We were a team of 
doctors and nurses caring for 
wounded soldiers. 

CARLY
That must’ve been crazy. 

2.



Bellam
ani Productions

DIANE
Well, our infirmary was isolated 
deep in the forest and the enemy 
blocked our communication line. We 
had no way for to call for a 
rescue. After we ran out of 
supplies, the patients started 
dying and then we ran out of food. 
Then, one by one the medical staff 
either died or went crazy and ran 
out into the jungle. 

Diane smiles.

CARLY
Whoah. How did you survive?

DIANE
I did what we had to do. I did what 
we had to do. 

CARLY
I’m sorry if I ...

DIANE
It’s okay. Trying to adjust to a 
normal life hasn’t been easy. Even 
after all these years but I do what 
I can. So, everything checks out 
with you. When do you think you can 
move in?

CARLY
Is tomorrow okay?

DIANE
Tomorrow is perfect. It’s a good 
thing because I really need someone 
to watch over my cats while I’m 
gone. 

CARLY
Absolutely and I’d love cats. Where 
are you going?

DIANE
To my friend’s house in Fresno for 
a couple of days. She’s laying her 
husband to rest. So you’ll have the 
whole place to yourself to get 
settled in. 

CARLY
Great. I’m excited.
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